
IT COMES 
NATURALLY 
Environmenta l artist Susan 
Swartz captures the interplay 
of spirituality and nature with 
her strikingly expressive work 

A 
t a time when species are becoming extinct at 
alarming rates and water is a precious com

modity, artists who record the natural world 
are, in a sense, environmental historians . 

Pain ter Susan Swartz is one of these im
portant artists. Unabashedly spiritual, she is perhaps 
known best for abstract landscapes captured on large can
vases with a vibrant and bold use of colors. "I use many lay
ers of paint to build up my canvases," she says. As a result, 
the paintings look very different when seen from a distance 
or close up. 

The lyrical beauty and colors of the natural world serve 
as endless sources of inspiration for her. "I pain t what God 

created," she says. "1 see color. Whether I'm on a hike, on 
the boat, or just looking out the window, 1 see color." As 

her growing populari ty attests, people respond to those 
colors and images on a visceral level. "Susan's gift is her 
extraordinary abil ity to translate the emotional impact of 
our beautiful surroundings onto canvas," says Judi Gren
ney, owner of the Phoenix Gallery in Park City. 

Ironically, the environment has made Swartz s ick. Eight 
years ago, she was diagnosed with severe metal toxicity, 
mercury poisoning, from eating fish. Just as she star ted 
to recover from that, she caught Lyme disease from a tick. 
"This was all happening just as I was painting new can-
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A NATURAL 
PAGE-TURNER 

Natural Revelations: The 
Art Of Susan Swartz (Su
san Swartz Studios. $45) 
captures Mother Nature's 
splendor through the artist's 
works and inspires an ap
preciation for the environ
ment. Complete with lyrical 
quotes from great naturalist 
writers including Emerson. 
Wadsworth. Longfellow and 
Thoreau. Swartz celebrates 
the diversity and impres
siveness of each season 
through her expressive art. 

- TRACEY FLAMENCO 

TOP HANGING: Aspen Hollow, 2006. acrylic on 

linen. 36 by 84 inches. 

BOTTOM: A full-time painter, Susan has two 
studios: one in Martha's Vineyard, Mass .. and 
one in Park City. 
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vases for a solo show, 'Natural Revelations: Paintings by 
Susan Swartz,' at the Utah Museum of Fine Arts (UMFA) 
last spring," she explains. "I felt so ill as I was trying to get 
it all done. After the show was hung, 1 overheard someone 
commenting on all the bright colors. I hadn't consciously 
chosen them, so it wasn't until then that 1 realized that the 
colors made me happy and energized." 

Her experience made her more determined to do what 
she could to save what was obviously an ailing world. "Each 

morning, I get up very early just to see the sun rise," she 
says. "That's my gift for the day." Susan walks her talk; she 
takes an empty bag on her hikes or bike r ides and fills it up 
with garbage. "I hate to see people not take care of what is 
a gift from God." 

Over the span of her 40-year career, she has engaged the 
natural world on a daily basis. "I started ve1y photo-real

istic," she says. "Then I went on to landscapes, seascapes, 
and impressionism. Right now, I'm in a transition and do
ing abstracts ." Perhaps, because, as the health of the planet 
hangs in delicate balance, the notion of future generations 
with memories of lilies or waterfalls is also abstract. 



With Utah's abundance of natural beauty, it is fitting 
that Swartz paints here. Born and raised in Pittsburgh, she 
came to ski in Park City 25 years ago. She and her husband 
fell in love with the ski resort built around a town and even
tually built a home in Deer Valley and set down roots in the 
West. Now, she calls Utah home base, but spends her sum
mers painting in Mattha's Vineyard. "Utah is vety special," 
she says. "The snow, the trees-it has so much, and I get 
choked up just looking at what's around me." 

A seasoned painter, she has won international acco
lades for her work, has permanent collections in galler
ies across the nation, and just published a book, Natu 
ml Revelations, which was awarded a bronze medal for 
best design nonfiction in the western region 2007 IPPY 
Awards from the Independent Book Publishers Associa
tion. In the book's conclusion, anthropologist Dr. Jane 
Goodall, founder of the Jane Goodall Institute, writes, 
"Susan Swartz shares my concern for the future of life 
on this planet. Each of her paintings richly illustrates the 
beauty of our world, from snow-covered slopes, to rustic 
vineyards and country gardens ... And Susan encourages 
us not only to experience and savor these images of nature, 
but also to do what we can to save nature itself." • 

BELOW: Colors Awry, 
2006, acrylic on 
linen. 48 by 48 inches. 
private collection. 

SWARTZ SIGHTINGS 
In his remarks at the opening of the UMFA exhibit 
"Natural Revelations," by Susan Swartz. Dr. Wil
liam A. Graham. Harvard Universi ty. writes: "Her 
art radiates her conviction that Nature reveals 
that which transcends our physical universe and 
our fragile experience as mortal beings in peril
ous passage through a world vastly larger than 
ourselves or our imagining." Susan's luminescent 
work is shown at a variety of galleries and muse
ums- both locally and globally. See more of her 
work at susanswartz.com. 
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